
Appendix B 

Item No. 14 
 

August 26, 2014 

 

To:   The Board of Governors of Exhibition Place 

 

From:  Dianne Young, Chief Executive Officer 

 

Subject: Garden of the Greek Gods & Other Collections - Additional Information 

 

Summary: 

 

This report provides further information as requested by the Board specifically with respect to 

the Garden of the Greek Gods sculptures (“Greek Gods”) and all other artworks, commemorative 

plaques and heritage buildings / installations / structures located at Exhibition Place 

(“Collections”).   

 

Financial Impact: 

 

There are no financial implications to this report. 

 

Decision History: 

 

At its meeting of April 25, 2003, the Board approved of the terms of the Lease with Muzik which 

was subsequently approved by City Council at its meeting of June 24, 25, and 26, 2003. 

 

At its meeting of June 20, 2008, the Board approved the 2008 Memorandum of Understanding 

(MOU), between the Board and CNEA which MOU provided for the purchase at fair market 

value of three artifacts that were owned by the CNEA: Haines Murals; the Greek Gods; and the 

Satok Mural. 

 

At its meeting of April 23, 2010, the Board approved the purchase of the Greek Gods from the 

CNEA at a value of $500,000.   

 

At its meeting of January 27, 2012, the Board approved of a Master Agreement with the CNEA 

and City of Toronto which agreement resulted in the independence of the CNEA from the Board 

and City with a term commencing April 1, 2013.  

 

At its meeting of May 23, 2014, the Board approved a Member Motion brought by Councillor 

Layton which recommended that the CEO, with relevant City staff, report to the Board on the 

following matters: 

 

1) Background information with respect to the acquisition of the Garden of the Greek Gods 

sculptures by Exhibition Place; 

2) Strategies for short-term and long-term protection, promotion, and public access to the 

Garden of the Greek Gods sculptures located at Exhibition Place; and 
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3) The development of a public art protection and promotion strategy for all public art on the 

grounds of Exhibition Place. 

 

At its meeting of June 25, 2014, the Board approved the following recommendations / motions: 

 

1) In consultation with City of Toronto Heritage and City of Toronto Culture, develop a policy 

related to Exhibition Place Collections;   

2) Develop a substantial web based information package related to the works of E.B. Cox at 

Exhibition Place and work with the Muzik tenant to develop a public access protocol for the 

Greek Gods:  

3) Report on the state of the Garden of the Greek Gods Statues after consultation and review by 

an art conservator; 

4) Provide more detailed options for ensuring the Garden of the Greek Gods and other artefacts 

with all tenant premises are publicly accessible; and 

5) Provide options on relocating the Garden of the Greek Gods, or part thereof. 

 

Issue Background: 

 

While the Garden of the Greek Gods is a significant part of the Exhibition Place art collection, as 

detailed in the report to the Board on June 25, 2014, it is one of a vast collection of public art 

located both in buildings (tenanted and non-tenanted) and in outdoor locations across the 

grounds.  The Board requested that Exhibition Place take several actions with respect to the 

collection and this is an information report updating the Board on those actions to date. 

 

Comments: 

 

Garden of the Greek Gods 

 

Following completion of the construction of the Muzik Clubs patio, a conservator (referred by 

the City) was engaged to examine the sculptures and the report from that inspection is attached 

as Appendix A to this report.  All of the issues raised by the conservator with respect to location 

of furniture and mulch around the sculptures was addressed immediately but Exhibition Place 

staff will continue to follow-up when we do our monthly inspections.  Exhibition Place has also 

engaged a stone conservator (referred by the City) to determine actions that need to be taken to 

restore the damages noted by the conservator and also any other recommendations with respect 

to care of these sculptures which are carved from limestone which is a product that does 

deteriorate being outdoors.   

 

The stone conservator will also investigate the possibility and cost of moving the sculptures from 

their present location.  For the information of the Board, the sculptures were originally located 

directly on the grass in the present location in 1981.  However, a study was done in 1990 to 

restore the statuary and install them on bases to raise them off the grass and stabilize them.  

Accordingly, each sculpture is now on a base that varies from 1 ½ to 4 feet deep and are attached 

to these bases with pins.  In 1990, a major restoration of any cracks and broken areas on the 

sculptures were also repaired. 

 

Recently, with the cooperation of the tenant, Muzik Clubs Inc., a public open house was held on  

August 8, 2014.  It was communicated on the Exhibition Place website and also the Cox family 

members actively promoted it.  Twenty-five visitors came to the open house and the Exhibition 

Place Archives staff along with the stone conservator was present for any questions. 
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Exhibition Place Collections Policy 

 

A team has been established made up of the following staff from Exhibition Place and the City:  

Dianne Young; Linda Cobon, Exhibition Place Manager, Records & Archives; Lynda 

Macdonald, Manager – West Section, Community Planning - Toronto & East York District; 

Terry Nicholson, Director, Cultural Services; Wayne Reeves, Chief Curator, Museum Services; 

Charlene Miranda, Planner, Community Planning - Toronto & East York District; Jane Perdue, 

Senior Urban Designer, Public Art; and Susan Hughes, Supervisor, Special Projects, 

Archaeology, Heritage Preservation Services. 

 

The first meeting of this group is scheduled for September and the plan would be to present a 

Collections Policy to the Board early in 2015. 

 

Web-Based Information on the Exhibition Place Collection 

 

We have now engaged a videographer to document the Exhibition Place collections starting with 

the Greek Gods which we can then edit as a two – three minute virtual tour of these sculptures 

that can be posted to the Exhibition Place website.  Again, while we plan to video the Green 

Gods this Fall, the intent would be that this would be an ongoing project to get all our public art 

available to view on-line. 

 

Contact: 

 

Dianne Young 

Chief Executive Officer 

Tel: (416) 263-3611 

Fax: 416-263-3640 

Email: dyoung@explace.on.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dyoung@explace.on.ca
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