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Exhibition Place assists Homeless 

with Emergency Winter Respite Service 
 
 

For immediate release 
 
Toronto, ON – December 21, 2017.    Following Toronto City Council’s call to action to provide 
emergency winter respite services for Toronto’s homeless; Exhibition Place, together with our 
clients, will provide access to a portion of the Better Living Centre to create a temporary 
Emergency Winter Respite Service. 
 
This temporary Emergency Winter Respite Service, operated by Fred Victor, will provide 
approximately 80 to 100 spaces to support local community needs from December 21 to 
February 26; and from March 5 to April 15, 2018.  The service will located in the southeast pod 
of the Better Living Centre and be separated by a demising wall from the rest of the exhibition 
hall for the safety and security of all occupants and attendees to the building.  
 
“Exhibition Place is owned by the City of Toronto and is known as the centre for Meetings, 
Conventions, Exhibitions, and Sporting Events. We are Toronto’s gathering place for the 
community and business alike. Offering our assistance to provide this Emergency Winter 
Respite Service for the homeless reflects our historic and ongoing commitment to the local 
community” said Councillor Mark Grimes, Chair of the Board of Exhibition Place. “I would like to 
thank our clients who came to the table to assist where they could, by providing a portion of 
their licensed exhibition space to assist the City of Toronto in accommodating emergency 
respite services to the City’s most vulnerable homeless.” 
 
The Better Living Centre will continue to be used for our annual exhibition and events clients for 
shows such as The Toronto International Bicycle Show, Wizard World, The Artist Project and 
the Canadian National Exhibition. 
 
For information: 
  
Dianne Young 
CEO 
Exhibition Place 
416-263-3611 
 
 
About Exhibition Place 

 
Exhibition Place is Canada’s largest year-round entertainment and convention site, attracting over 5.5 
million visitors a year. The 192-acre site is an integral component of Toronto and Ontario’s economy, 
particularly with respect to conventions, sport, festivals, recreation, culture and tourism. Exhibition Place 
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boasts the award-winning, LEED Gold Enercare Centre; Canada’s largest exhibition and convention 
centre, and the Beanfield Centre LEED Silver conference venue. Since 2004, Exhibition Place has 
undertaken an environmental stewardship initiative, entitled GREENSmart; which includes the promotion 
of sustainable development, environmental initiatives and leading edge green technologies and practices 
across the site. Exhibition Place was the 2017 recipient of the “Give Back Award” by the Canadian 
Association of Exposition Management.   www.explace.on.ca @ExPlaceTO 
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